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more or less long and narrow " neck " and toothed (Croce) or
untoothed (Nina and Ptero-croce) mandibles. The larva of
Nemoptera has short stout jaws and no long neck [to be des-
cribed shortly (C. L. W.)]- The larva of Ptero-croce is figured
(Plate IV, Fig. 4).
The life-history in the Crocini takes from one to two years.
Eggs are laid in the sand of caves, or in the dust and rubbish
on the floors of deserted houses or sheds. These eggs are *5 to
1 mm. in diameter, spherical or oval, and pale yellow or green-
ish in colour. They are deposited in loose clusters to which
the dust adheres. In from eight to twelve days the larva
hatches and can at once be identified by the long narrow neck.
C. C. Ghosh states that in Croce filipennis there are only two
larval instars. If this is correct, Nemopterids differ in this
respect from all other Neuroptera. The larvae can run rapidly,
but generally conceal themselves in the dust and await their
prey. In cave-living species this consists mainly of ticks from
sheep and goats, also Dermestid larvae, etc., feeding upon bat
droppings, but in such forms as Croce, which live in houses, the
food is normally Psocids, bed-bugs, Dermestid larvae, Lepisma,
etc. Pupation takes place in a silken cocoon, spun in the
usual way. After about three weeks the pupa forces its way
out and the imago is disclosed. As has been stated before, the
adult is crepuscular in habits, but it is attracted by light, and
sometimes finds its way into houses at night. Winter is passed
as a larva.
Navas gives the genera of the Nemopteridce, and lists the
species in Gen. Ins. 136, 1912. The same author has a mono-
graph in Mem. Ac. Bare. 1910. The life-history of Croce was
given by Ghosh in Journ. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 1910, and by
Imms, with greater detail, in Trans. Linn. Soc. Lond. 1911.
None of the Nemopteridce are found in the British Isles.
MYEMELEONIDJE.
Ant-lions.
Antennae short and clubbed, wings net-veined.
The distribution of these insects is mainly tropical, but a
few species are found in temperate regions. They are of